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PlaceMap
Using the power of Google Earth to store and display all of your spatial data in a much more dynamic way

Google Earth is a free software program that lets you fly anywhere on Earth to view satellite imagery, maps, terrain and 3D buildings.

When used in conjunction with PlaceMap, it becomes a very powerful 3D tool that can be used for storing, querying, displaying, 
printing and distributing all of your spatial data.

For industries such as Real Estate, the Accommodation sector and the Travel industry, PlaceMap offers many advantages over the 
existing map display tools including:

✓ Use the power of Google Earth for “flying” over your locations…in 2D or 3D

✓ View buildings and terrain in 3D to see how they relate to other places and look at potential property views

✓ Create KML/KMZ files of multiple places and tracks which can be emailed to interested parties. KML/KMZ files can be opened 
directly from the email on computer and smart phones and will automatically zoom into the places of interest

✓ Use the tools available in Google Earth such as the distance measurement tool and digitizing functions

✓ Use the existing layers in Google Earth primary database for viewing location photos, restaurants, bars, schools, bus stops and 
much more

✓ Display more specific data such as suburb Census data, historical property sales and other property value details

✓ View property boundaries and floor plans in the correct size and orientation

✓ Link directly to the property Agents, Hotel or Travel website advert

✓ Save high quality images and movies for printing or emailing to clients

✓ Add your own place marks to highlight suburb locations such as children’s playgrounds, sporting facilities

✓ View historical imagery to track changes to a property

✓ Add photographs and place them in the correct position and view eg. from drones

✓ Store multiple property KML’s on your smart phone for easy reference eg. “what time was that property open?”

✓ View suburb data such as median house price changes and other trends and display as “heat maps”
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In the past, Google Earth has been available in a free and a professional version 
which cost $400 a year.  However, since January, 2015, the Professional version 

has been available for free so this adds significant features to the PlaceMap
system including:  

• Advanced Measurements:  Measure parking lots and land developments with polygon area 
measure, or determine affected radius with circle measure.

• High-resolution printing:  Print Images up to 4800 x 3200 pixel resolution.

• Exclusive Pro data layers:  Demographics, parcels, and traffic count.

• Spreadsheet Import:  Import up to 2500 addresses at a time, assigning place marks and style 
templates in bulk.

• GIS import: Visualize ESRI shapefiles (.shp) and MapInfo (.tab) files.

• Movie-Maker: Export Windows Media and Quicktime HD movies, up to 1920 x 1080 resolution.
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Google Earth



Google has released 3D buildings for Melbourne, Brisbane, Canberra, Perth, Adelaide 
and Newcastle and it is likely that Sydney will be released soon.  This will add significant 
value to the PlaceMap system as individual properties can be viewed in 3D and it is easy 
to see how they relate to their neighbours houses and to get an idea of potential views.  

Google Earth Melbourne CBD 3D buildings
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3D Buildings have been added for Newcastle so it is anticipated that Sydney will be next 
cab off the rank.  

Google Earth Newcastle 3D buildings
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Existing 3D topography with Terrain 
turned on but 3D Buildings turned off

Same view with Terrain turned on and 3D 
Buildings turned on
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PlaceMap consists of an online database containing all of the property and 
accommodation listings. The database can store millions of listings which can be 

queried to select a group of listings for viewing in Google Earth.

Criteria to 
select a set of 

listingsSelected 
listings
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Information for each place is entered into the online database. These can be entered 
manually or imported directly from other databases, Excel or CSV files. 
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Latitude & longitude’s are 
automatically generated 

from the property address



Once the listings have been selected, Click the Open in Create KML button to generate the 
kml file and then click the Download button to save the kml file to your computer.

Click the Create KML 
button to create the kml

file

Click the Download
button to open the KML 

file in Google Earth
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The kml file will be created in the nominated folder.  It is a very small file (22kb) so it can 
easily be emailed as an attachment which can then be opened directly in Google Earth on a 

computer, iPad or smart phone
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The selected properties will be displayed in Google Earth with the selected icon and the 
property name. The menu will show each selected property in a separate folder.
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Google Earth is very fast and easy to fly around and to zoom in an out using the right and 
left mouse buttons
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You can also turn on the Terrain in Google Earth and view the property locations in 3D using 
the centre mouse button.
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And for cities with 3D Buildings such as Newcastle, you can turn on the Terrain and 3D 
Buildings to see how the house is located in respect to the view and topography 
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Zoom out and fly around to see the location of the property in 3D
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Each of the selected property folders has a 
number of data layers that can be turned on or off 

by clicking the check box next to the layer.
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Click the icon to display 
the property description 

Zoom in on one property to see the layer data in more detail.  You can either click the icon 
or click the place mark layer in the folder

You can also click the place mark 
layer to display the property 

description
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Click to go to the 
Agent’s website advert

The property description balloon will be displayed 
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Click to go back to 
Google Earth

The property advertisement web page will be displayed in the Google Earth window
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Display the property boundary layer only
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Display the Residence Plan layer only
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Display the Ground Floor plan layer only
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Display the Upper Level plan layer only
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If you right click on a layer such as the Residence Plan, the Properties form will be displayed 
and you can adjust the transparency of the layer using the slider bar.

Use the slider bar to adjust 
the transparency of the layer
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You can easily go into Street View using the street view icon
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Drag the icon to the location in the street and release the mouse button 
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You can move up and down the street and spin the view around using the left hand mouse 
button

Click “Exit Street View” to 
return to Google Earth
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Turn on the Terrain and see how the floor plan relates to the view and topography 
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You can save the property listings by dragging the property folders from the Temporary 
Places folder up to the My Places folder.  These will now be saved when you close Google 

Earth.  You can create sub Folders in the My Places folder as shown below.
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You can save the image to a JPEG file at very high resolutions.  This can then be printed or 
emailed to a client.
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You can print the image to a PDF at very high resolutions.  You can add a title block and your 
logo and this can then be printed or emailed to a client.
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Zoom into the property and print to a PDF
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The saved image can have a title, north arrow and scale bar.

North arrow 
and scale bar

Slide 34www.placemap.com



You can use some of the Google Earth tools such as the Ruler to measure distances.

Distance from the 
property to the beach is 

200m
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You can easily add your own place mark and save this for future use

Enter a name for the 
place mark

Move the place mark to 
the correct location 
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These place marks can have different icons and can be stored in a folder than can be saved 
as a kml/kmz file for sending to clients to highlight their proximity to a property 
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Google Earth has a number of built in place marks such as the Place Categories which can 
be turned on or off 
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Displaying the “Dining” layer place marks will show all of the local eateries which can be 
clicked to display the description of the eatery.
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Other place marks such as Bars/Clubs can be displayed.
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Other places such as local businesses can be displayed.
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Transportation information is also available.
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Other specific data layers can be opened such as previous property sale prices

Click on the yellow 
dollar sign placemark to 
display the last property 

sale price

Click on the street 
hyperlink to view sales 
for the street in the last 

5 years
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Property sale prices for the whole street
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Property sale prices for the whole suburb
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These can be uploaded to your own webpage as a Searchable Google Map
http://www.collaroy.com/collaroy_sales.html
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Or presented as vertical lines with the height determined by the sale price 
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For units within a strata scheme, you can list all of the previous sales 

Click on the strata 
hyperlink to view all 
previous sales for the 

unit block
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Unit sale prices for the selected unit block
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And Valuer General land values

Click on the red circle 
placemark to display 
the Property values

Slide 50www.placemap.com



Roads and property numbers can also be displayed
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Suburb boundaries and names can be turned on
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School Locations – click 
icon to display school 

details

Suburb Information layers can be displayed such as the Census data 

Click to display the stats 
for Collaroy from the 

ABS website
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Suburb census information is displayed in the Google Earth window

Click to go back to 
Google Earth
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Historical images can be displayed from 1943
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Historical images can be displayed to 
track renovations etc.

2009

2011

2014
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Some images in Google Earth are not very clear or not very recent
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But higher quality images can be loaded into Google Earth from other sources eg. Nearmap
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Suburb Information such as Property Sales, Prices and trends
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Suburb Property Data can be presented as “Heat Maps” and overlain such as Total Sales by 
Suburb for 2014

<0

0 - 5

5 - 15

15 - 25

25 - 50

50 - 80

80 - 125

125 - 200

>200

Total Sales 
2014
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Suburb Property Data can also be uploaded as a Google Map on your web page
http://www.collaroy.com/Suburb10YearHouseChange.html
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Photos can be added and positioned at the photo location and view 
eg. panoramas taken from drones
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Turn on the photo and zoom in to see the detail

Click to turn on photo

Property is highlighted 
with a red circle
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Use the Photo Properties to control the transparency of the photo

Photo is Opaque
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Photo is Transparent
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For a buyer looking at numerous properties, PlaceMap is a very useful application for saving 
the properties of interest for later referral eg. “what was the opening time” or “what date is 

the auction” etc.

Each property of interest can be emailed to your smart phone and then opened in Google 
Earth on your phone for viewing.

Double 
tap the 
kml file

Open the kml file 
directly in Google 

Earth
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Google Earth will open and display the properties. You can zoom in using your fingers and 
tap on the house icon to display the property information

Tap the house icon to 
display the property details
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The property details will be displayed and you can tap the Website advert to go straight to 
the agents website for more information about the property

Tap the link to the agents 
website advert for the property
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You can also initiate Street View by tapping and dragging the icon to the desired location. 

Tap and drag the Street View 
icon to the road location
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Tap the suburb icon to display 
the suburb property data

You can display the information about the suburb
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The PlaceMap system for Real Estate comes with 3 detailed tutorials that can be 
incorporated into a one day on-site training course covering the following topics: 

❑ Installing & setting up Google Earth

❑ Navigating & searching

❑ Using layers - 3D buildings & terrain

❑ Placemarks, lines and areas

❑ Image overlays eg. house floor plans

❑ Creating and viewing tours

❑ Measuring and digitizing features

❑ Printing high quality maps with title blocks

❑ Sharing data to computers & mobile phones

❑ Geocoding property data

❑ GPS Tracking

❑ Using the PlaceMap online system

❑ NSW Globe



About Us…

GEOWiZ Consulting is a boutique IT consultancy based in Sydney specialising in 
developing geospatial solutions to various industries. 

GEOWiZ Consulting has developed a number of in-house applications and 
services for the real estate industry including the PlaceMap technology.

GEOWiZ Consulting aims to work closely with its client base provide a 360 
degree service that generates opportunity and efficiencies at all levels of 
business, including strategy, marketing and sales with the vision of 
contributing to generating higher revenues and improved cash flows.
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G E O W i Z Consulting



For more information contact:

GEOWiZ Consulting
www.geowiz.com.au
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G E O W i Z Consulting

http://www.geowiz.com.au/

